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TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ACTS SERIES 17-1229
 

DEFENSE 

Status of Forces 

Agreements Between the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Extending the Agreement 
of February 20 and May 22, 2013 

Effected by Exchange of Notes at 
Port of Spain April 22, 2015 and February 17, 2016 

and 

Effected by Exchange of Notes at 
Port of Spain December 28 and 29, 2017 

with 

Exchange of Correcting Notes 



 

 

 
                    

 
    

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 



 

 

 
                                           

  
                                                
                                       
                                         
                                          
                                       
                                             
                                          
                                         
                                           
                                       
                                           
                                        
                                       
  
                                       
 

 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Defense: Status of Forces 

Agreements extending the agreement of 
February 20 and May 22, 2013. 

Effected by exchange of notes at 
Port of Spain April 22, 2015 and 
February 17, 2016; 

Entered into force February 17, 2016; 
with effect from January 1, 2016. 

Effected by exchange of notes at 
Port of Spain December 28 and 29, 2017; 

Entered into force December 29, 2017. 
With exchange of correcting notes. 



No. 2015-110: 

The Embassy ofthe United States ofAmerica presents its compliments t.o the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago and has the honor to refer t.o the latter's 

Diplomatic Note No 1099 dated May 22, 2013 in which the Government ofthe Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago agreed t.o the conditions proposed in the Embassy's Diplomatic Note No. 041, 

dated February 20, 2013 relating t.o the Status ofForces Agreement (SOFA). 

The Embassy has the further honor t.o inform the Oovemment ofthe Republic ofTrinidad 

and Tobago that the Embassy wishes to make no changes to this agreement and seeks t.o further 

extend the SOFA for an additional two years from its expiration date ofDecember 31, 2015. 

The Embassy's point ofcontact for this request is ChiefMilitary Liaison Officer, Colonel 

Claudia Carrizales, who can be contacted either via email at claudia.j.carriazles.mil@mail.mil or via 

telephone at 822-5943 or 340-7376. 

The Embassy ofthe United States ofAmerica avails itself ofthis opportunity to renew t.o the 

Ministry ofForeign Affairs ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago the assQranCeS ofits highest 

consideration. 

Embassy ofthe United States ofAmerica, 

Port ofSpain, April 22, 2015. 

DIPLOMATIC NOTE 

mailto:claudia.j.carriazles.mil@mail.mil


NOTE NO. 246 

The Ministry of Foreign and CARfCOM Affairs of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago presents its compliments to the Embassy of the United 

States of America and has the honour to refer to the latter's Note No. 110 

dated April 22, 2015, requesting a renewal of the Status of Forces Agreement 

(SOFA} between the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and 

the Government of the United States of America for an additional two years 

foHowing from its expiration date of December 31, 2015. 

The Embassy's aforementioned Note also informed that no changes 

would be proposed by the Embassy with regard to the text of the SOFA which 

was agreed to in 2013 by means of an ex{;hange of diplomatic notes, namely, 

Diplomatic Note No. 1099 of May 22, 2013 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Trinidad and.Tobago in which the Government of Trinidad 

and Tobago agreed to the terms proposed in the Embassy's Diplomatic Note 

No. 041 of February 20, 2013 for the conclusion of an agreement between the 

Governments of the Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago and the United States of 

America in the following terms: 

"The Embassy of the United States of America presents its 

compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago and has the honor to refer to recent discussions between 

representatives of our two governments regarding issues related to United 

States military and civilian personnel (defined as members of the United 

States armed forces and civilian employees of the United States Department 

of Defense, respectively, hereafter referred to collectively as United States 

personnel) and United States contractors (defined as non~Trinidad and 

Tobago legal entities and persons under contract to the United States 

Department of Defense, and their employees who are not nationals of 

Trinidad and Tobago), who may be temporarily present in Trinidad and 
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Tobago in connection with mutually agreed activities (defined as such 

activities for which the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

shall transmit its approval in writing through diplomatic channels to United 

States authorities) from the date this Agreement enters into force through 

December 31, 2017. 

The Embassy proposes that United States personnel may enter and 

exit Trinidad and Tobago with United States identification and with collective 

movement or individual travel orders; that Trinidad and Tobago shall accept 

as va#d all professional licenses issued by the United States, states thereof, 

or their political subdivisions to Unfted States personnel for the provision of 

services to authorized personnel; and that Trinidad and Tobago authorities 

shafl accept as valid, without a driving test or fee, driving licenses or permits 

issued by the appropriate United States authorities to United States personnel 

for the operation of vehicles. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States personnel be 

authorized to wear uniforms while performing official duties and to carry arms 

while on duty if authorized to do so by their orders. 

The Embassy further proposes that. the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago shall designate the United States of America as a "designated state" 

in accordance with section 4 of the Visiting Forces Act, Chapter 14:04 of the 

Laws of Trinidad and Tobago, (the "Visiting Forces Act"), and such 

designation shall not expire before the end of December 31, 2017. 

The Embassy proposes that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

recognize the particular importance of United States armed forces maintaining 

discipline over United States personnel. 

The Embassy further proposes that, in the exercise of its sovereignty, 

the Government of Trinidad and Tobago waive its right to exercise criminal 

and civil jurisdiction over United States personnel for any actions, when the 

United States determines that such acts were taken in the course of official 



duties. Where a case is of particular iffiportance to the Govemment of 

Trinidad and Tobago, any differenoes· cooceming whether an action was 

taken in the course of official dutie~ ·shall be the subject 'of consultations 

between the Parties, with a view ttJ::en:iving at .a mutually satisfactory 

resolution. During such consultations;ctM Government of Trinidad· and 

Tobago shall not exercise jurisdiction .. · 

The Embassy furlher proposes 1ba~. in the exercise of its sovereignty; 

the Government of Trinidad and ·Tobag0><Wiiive its right to &xercise criminal 

jurisdiction over United States personnril 'f<Jr actions tal<tm outside the course 

of their official duties except in cases or·particular importance to the Republic 

of Trinidad and Tobago. ff the Gol.Ytlmment of Trinidad and Tobago 

determines that a case is ofparlicular importance, it shall communicate such 

determination to the United States authon1ies within twenty-one (21) calendar 

days of the discovery by the Government of Trinidad and· Tobago of the 

alleged offense giving rise to such a case. If the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago does not communicate such determination to United States 

authoritles within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the discovery of the 

alleged offense giving rise to such if case; the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago shall be deemed to have waived its right to exercise criminal 

jurisdiction over United States personnel for the alleged offense. If the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago waives jurisdiction in relation to actions 

taken by United States personnel outside the course of official duties, the 

United States armed forces may exercise jurisctiction over its personnel for 

such actions. The Embassy further proposes that the Government of Trinidad 

and Toba.go.also confirm that, pursuant to Section 7 of the Visiting Forces Act, 

the United States armed forces may exercise jurisdiction in relation to actions 

taken by United States personnel in the course ofofficial duties. 

The Embassy further proposes that the United States Department of 

Defense and United States personnel shall not be liable to pay any tax or 

similar charge assessed in connection with activities under this Agreement 

within Trinidad and Tobago, and that the United States Department of 

Defense and United States personnel may import into, expC»t out of, and use 
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in Trinidad and Tobago any personal property, equipment, supplies, materiel, 

technology, training, and services in connection with activities under this 

Agreement. Such importation, exportation, and use shall be exempt from any 

inspection, license, other restrictions, customs duties, taxes, or any other 

charges assessed within Trinidad and Tobago. The United States 

Government certifies that the aforementioned items imported by United States 

personnel shall be for purposes connected to activities under this Agreement. 

The Parties shall cooperate to take such measures as may be necessary to 

ensure the security and protection of United States personnel, property, 

equipment, records, and official information in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The embassy further proposes that vessels and vehicles operated by 

or, at the time, exclusively for the United States Department of Defense may 

enter, exit, and move freely within the tenitory of Trinidad and Tobago, except 

for those areas where access may be restricted, and that such vehicles 

(whether self-propelled or towed) shall not be subject to the payment of 

overland transit tolls. Vessels and aircraft owned or operated by or, at the 

time, exclusively for the United States Department of Defense shall not be 

subject to the payment of landing, parking, or port tees, pilotage charges, 

lighterage, or harbor dues at facilities owned and operated by the Government 

of Trinidad and Tobago. Aircraft owned and operated by or, at the time, 

exclusively for the United States Department of Defense shall not be subject 

to payment of navigation, overflight, terminal, or similar charges when in the 

tenitory of Trinidad and Tobago. The United States Department of Defense 

shall pay reasonable charges for services requested and received at rates no 

less favorable than those paid by the armed forces of Trinidad and Tobe.go 

less taxes and similar charges. Aircraft and Vf1Ssels of the United States 

Government shall be free from boarding and inspection. 

The Embassy also proposes that the United States Department of 

Defense may contract for any materi~I, supplies, equipment, and services 

(including construction) to be furnished or undertaken in Trinidad and Tobago 

without restriction as to choice of contractor, supplier, or person who provides 

such materiel, supplies, equipment, or services. Such contracts shall be 
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solicited, awarded, and administered in accordance with the laws and 

regulations of the United States Government. Acquisition of articles and 

setvices in Trinidad and Tobago by or on behalf of the United States 

Department of Defense in connection with activities under this Agreement 

shall not be subject to any taxes or siml7ar charges in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States contractors shall not 

be liable to pay any tax or similar. charge assessed within Trinidad and 

Tobago in connection with activities under this Agreement and that such 

contractors may import into, export out of, and use in Trinidad and Tobago 

any personal property, equipment, supplies, materie~ technology, training, or 

services in fulfillment of contracts with the United States Department of 

Defense In connection with activities under this Agreement. Such importation, 

exportation, and use shall be exempt from any license, other restrictions, 

customs duties, taxes, or any other charges assessed within Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States contractors shall be 

granted the same treatment as United States personnel with respect to 

professional and drivers' licenses. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States personnel may enter 

and exit and, except in those areas whera access may be restricted, move 

freely within the Territory of Trinidad and Tobago, and have access to and use 

of mutuaUy agreed transportation, storage, training, and other facilities 

required in connection with activities under this Agreement. The Government 

of Trinidad and Tobago shall, as far as practicable, provide the United States 

with advance notification ofany restricted areas. 

The Embassy proposes that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

recognize that it may be necessary for the United States armed forces to use 

the radio spectrum. The United States Department of Defense shall be 

allowed to operate its own telecommunication systems (as telecommunication 

Is defined In the 1992 Constitution and Convention of the International 



6 

Telecommunication Union). This shall include the right to utilize such means 

and services as required to ensure full ability to operate telecommunication 

systems, and the right to use the radio spectrum assigned by the relevant 

Trinidad and Tobago authorities for this purpose. The United States shall 

respect frequencies in use by or reserved for local operators. Use of the radio 

spectrum shall be free ofcost to the United States Government. 

The Embassy further proposes that the Parties waive any and all 

claims (other than contractual claims) against each other for damage to, loss, 

or destruction of the other's property or injury or death to personnel of either 

Party's armed forces or their civilian personnel arising out of the performance 

of their official duties in connection with activities under this Agreement. 

Claims by third parties for damages or loss caused by United States 

personnel shall be resolved by the United States Government in accordance 

with United States laws and regulations. 

The Embassy further proposes that any disputes between the Parties 

shall be resolved through consultation between the parties. Disputes and 

other matters subject to consultation under this Agreement shall not be 

subject to adjudication or decision by any court or third party unless otherwise 

mutually agreed. 

The Embassy further proposes that the Parties undertake to enter into 

negotiations for the renewal of this Agreement six (6) months prior to its 

expiration. 

Finally, the Embassy proposes that our two governments, or their 

designated representatives, may enter into implementing arrangements to 

carry out the provisions of this Agreement. The Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago shall issue advance notifications, and the United States authon·ties 

shall provide information as requested, in order to fulfill the administrative 

requirements in force in Trinidad and Tobago to ensure the operation of the 

terms of this Agreement. Such notifications shall be made at the same time as 

the Government of Trinidad and Tobago transmits its approval, in writing 
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through diplomatic channels to United States authorities, for mutually agreed 

activities. 

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago, the Embassy proposes that this Note, together with the Ministry's 

reply to that effect, shall constitute an Agreement between the two 

governments, which shall enter into force on the date of the Ministry's reply. 

The Embassy of the United States of America avails itself of this 

oppottunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago the assurances of its highest consideration." 

The Ministry has the honour to confirm that the Government of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is in agreement with the proposal conveyed 

in the Embassy's Note No. 110 dated April 22, 2015 for the renewal of the 

Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) between the Government of the Republic 

of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government of the United States of America 

for an additional two years which together with this affirmative reply constitute 

the final act required to bring the Agreement between the Government of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government of the United States of 

America into force, to commence on January 1, 2016 and expire on 

December 31, 2017. 

The Ministry of Foreign and CAR~COM Affairs of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 

of the United States of America the assurances of its highest consideration. 

PORT OF SPAIN - February 17, 2016 



No. 2017 - 366 

The Embassy of the United States ofAmerica presents its compliments to 

the Ministry ofForeign and CARICOM Affairs of the Republic ofTrinidad and 

Tobago and has the honor to refer to your Diplomatic Note 2885 dated December 

21, 2017, regarding the renewal of the Status ofForces Agreement (SOFA) 

between the Governments of the United States of America and the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago. We acknowledge and accept your proposal that the current 

negotiated text of2013, which was renewed via Diplomatic Note 246 on February 

17, 2016, be extended to December 31, 2020 with no alterations to the current text, 

except the change requested by the Ministry pertaining to radio spectrum 

communications. Ifaccepted, this new agreement would be in force from January 

1, 2018 (or upon the date of the Ministry ofForeign and CARlCOM Affairs 

affirmative reply) to December 31, 2020. 

The only change to the previous text (italicized below) is to alter "relevant 

Trinidad and Tobago authorities" to "relevant Trinidad and Tobago authority" in 

paragraph fourteen referencing radio spectrum communications, which was done 

DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
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per the request ofthe Ministry ofForeign and CARICOM Affairs ofthe Republic 

ofTrinidad and Tobago. 

"The Embassy ofthe United States ofAmerica presents its compliments to the 
Ministry ofForeign Affairs ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago and has the 
honor to refer to recent discussions between representatives ofour two 
governments regarding issues related to United States military and civilian 
personnel (defined as members ofthe United States armed forces and civilian 
employees ofthe United States Department ofDefense, respectively, hereafter 
refe"ed to collectively as United States personnel) and United States contractors 
(defined as non-Trinidad and Tobago legal entities andpersons under contract to 
the United States Department ofDefense, and their employees who are not 
nationals ofTrinidad and Tobago), who may be temporarily present in Trinidad 
and Tobago in connection with mutually agreed activities (defined as such 
activities for which the Government ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago shall 
transmit its approval in writing through diplomatic channels to United States 
authorities) from the date this Agreement enters into force through December 31, 
2017. 

The Embassy proposes that United States personnel may enter and exit Trinidad 
and Tobago with United States identification and with collective movement or 
individual travel orders; that Trinidad and Tobago shall accept as valid all 
professional licenses issued by the United States, states thereof, or their political 
subdivisions to United States personnel for the provision ofservices to authorized 
personnel; and that Trinidad and Tobago authorities shall accept as valid, without 
a driving test orfee, driving licenses or permits issued by the appropriate United 
States authorities to United States personnel for the operation ofvehicles. 

The Embassy farther proposes that United States personnel be authorized to wear 
uniforms while performing official duties and to carry arms while on duty if 
authorized to do so by their orders. 

The Embassy farther proposes that the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago shall 
designate the United States ofAmerica as a "designated state" in accordance with 
section 4 ofthe Visiting Forces Act, Chapter 14:04 ofthe Laws ofTrinidad and 
Tobago, (the "Visiting Forces Act~, and such designation shall not expire before 
the end ofDecember 31, 2017. 
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The Embassy proposes that the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago recognize the 
particular importance ofUnited States armedforces maintaining discipline over 
United States personnel. 

The Embassy farther proposes that, in the exercise ofits sovereignty, the 
Government ofTrinidad and Tobago waive its right to exercise criminal and civil 
jurisdiction over United States personnel for any actions, when the United States 
determines that such acts were taken in the course ofofficial duties. Where a case 
is ofparticular importance to the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago, any 
differences concerning whether an action was taken in the course ofofficial duties 
shall be the subject ofconsultations between the Parties, with a view to arriving at 
a mutually satisfactory resolution. During such consultations, the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago shall not exercise jurisdiction. 

The Embassy farther proposes that, in the exercise ofits sovereignty, the 
Government ofTrinidad and Tobago waive its right to exercise criminal 
jurisdiction over United States personnel for actions taken outside the course of 
their official duties except in cases ofparticular importance to the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago. Ifthe Government ofTrinidad and Tobago determines that a 
case is ofparticular importance, it shall communicate such determination to the 
United States authorities within twenty-one (21) calendar days ofthe discovery by 
the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago ofthe alleged offense giving rise to such a 
case. Ifthe Government ofTrinidad and Tobago does not communicate such 
determination to United States authorities within twenty-one (21) calendar days of 
the discovery ofthe alleged offense giving rise to such a case, the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago shall be deemed to have waived its right to exercise criminal 
jurisdiction over United States personnel for the alleged offense. Ifthe Government 
ofTrinidad and Tobago waives jurisdiction in relation to actions taken by United 
States personnel outside the course ofofficial duties, the United States armed 
forces may exercise jurisdiction over its personnel for such actions. The Embassy 
further proposes that the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago also confirm that, 
pursuant to Section 7 ofthe Visiting Forces Act, the United States armedforces 
may exercise jurisdiction in relation to actions taken by United States personnel in 
the course ofofficial duties. 

The Embassy farther proposes that the United States Department ofDefense and 
United States personnel shall not be liable to pay any tax or similar charge 
assessed in connection with activities under this Agreement within Trinidad and 
Tobago, and that the United States Department ofDefense and United States 
personnel may import into, export out of, and use in Trinidad and Tobago any 
personal property, equipment, supplies, materiel, technology, training, and 
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services in connection with activities under this Agreement. Such importation, 
exportation; and use shall be exempt from any inspection, license, other 
restrictions, customs duties, taxes, or any other charges assessed within Trinidad 
and Tobago. The United States Government certifies that the aforementioned items 
imported by United States personnel shall be for purposes connected to activities 
under this Agreement. The Parties shall cooperate to take such measures as may 
be necessary to ensure the security and protection ofUnited States personnel, 
property, equipment, records, and official information in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that vessels and vehicles operated by or, at the time, 
exclusivelyfor the United States Department ofDefense may enter, exit, and move 
freely within the territory ofTrinidad and Tobago, except for those areas where 
access may be restricted, and that such vehicles (whether self-propelled or towed) 
shall not be subject to the payment ofoverland transit tolls. Vessels and aircraft 
owned or operated by or, at the time, exclusively for the United States Department 
ofDefense shall not be subject to the payment oflanding, parking, or portfees, 
pilotage charges, lighterage, or harbor dues atfacilities owned and operated by 
the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago. Aircraft owned and operated by or, at the 
time, exclusively for the United States Department ofDefense shall not be subject 
to payment ofnavigation, over.flight, terminal, or similar charges when in the 
territory ofTrinidad and Tobago. The United States Department ofDefense shall 
pay reasonable charges for services requested and received at rates no less 
favorable than those paid by the armed forces ofTrinidad and Tobago less taxes 
and similar charges. Aircraft and vessels ofthe United States Government shall be 
free from boarding and inspection. 

The Embassy also proposes that the United States Department ofDefense may 
contractfor any materiel, supplies, equipment, and services (including 
construction) to be furnished or undertaken in Trinidad and Tobago without 
restriction as to choice ofcontractor, supplier, or person who provides such 
materiel, supplies, equipment, or services. Such contracts shall be solicited, 
awarded, and administered in accordance with the laws and regulations ofthe 
United States Government. Acquisition ofarticles and services in Trinidad and 
Tobago by or on behalfofthe United States Department ofDefense in connection 
with activities under this Agreement shall not be subject to any taxes or similar 
charges in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States contractors shall not be liable to 
pay any tax or similar charge assessed within Trinidad and Tobago in connection 
with activities under this Agreement and that such contractors may import into, 
export out of, and use in Trinidad and Tobago any personal property, equipment, 
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supplies, materiel, technology, training, or services in fulfillment ofcontracts with 
the United States Department ofDefense in connection with activities under this 
Agreement. Such importation, exportation, and use shall be exemptfrom any 
license, other restrictions, customs duties, taxes, or any other charges assessed 
within Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States contractors shall be granted the· 
same treatment as United States personnel with respect to professional and 
drivers' licenses. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States personnel may enter and exit 
and, except in those areas where access may be restricted, move freely within the 
Territory ofTrinidad and Tobago, and have access to and use ofmutually agreed 
transportation, storage, training, and other facilities required in connection with 
activities under this Agreement. The Government ofTrinidad and Tobago shall, as 
far as practicable, provide the United States with advance notification ofany 
restricted areas. 

The Embassy proposes that the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago recognize that 
it may be necessary for the United States armedforces to use the radio spectrum. 
The United States Department ofDefense shall be allowed to operate its own 
telecommunication systems (as telecommunication is defined in the 1992 
Constitution and Convention ofthe International Telecommunication Union). This 
shall include the right to utilize such means and services as required to ensure full 
ability to operate telecommunication systems, and the right to use the radio 
spectrum assigned by the relevant Trinidad and Tobago authority for this purpose. 
The United States shall respect frequencies in use by or reservedfor local 
operators. Use ofthe radio spectrum shall be free ofcost to the United States 
Government. 

The Embassy farther proposes that the Parties waive any and all claims (other 
than contractual claims) against each other for damage to, loss, or destruction of 
the other's property or injury or death to personnel ofeither Party's armedforces 
or their civilian personnel arising out ofthe performance oftheir official duties in 
connection with activities under this Agreement. Claims by third parties for 
damages or loss caused by United States personnel shall be resolved by the United 
States Government in accordance with United States laws and regulations. 

The Embassy further proposes that any disputes between the Parties shall be 
resolved through consultation between the Parties. Disputes ami other matters 



subject to consultation under this Agreement shall not be subject to adfudication or 
decision by any court or third party unless otherwise mutually agreed. 

The Embassy further proposes that the Parties undertake to enter into negotiations 
for the renewal ofthis Agreement six (6) months prior to its expiration. 

Finally, the Embassy proposes that our two governments, or their designated 
representatives, may enter into implementing arrangements to carry out the 
provisions ofthis Agreement. The Government ofTrinidad and Tobago shall issue 
advance notifications, and the United States authorities shall provide information 
as requested. in order to fa/fill the administrative requirements in force in Trinidad 
and Tobago to ensure the operation ofthe terms ofthis Agreement. Such 
notifications shall be made at the same time as the Government ofTrinidad and 
Tobago transmits its approval, in writing through diplomatic channels to United 
States authorities, for mutually agreed activities. 

Ifthe foregoing is acceptable to the Government ofTrinidad and Tobago, the 
Embassy proposes that this Note, together with the Ministry's reply to that effect, 
sha.ll constitute an Agreement between the two governments, which shall enter into 
force on the date ofthe Ministry's reply. 

The Embassy ofthe United States ofAmerica avails itselfofthis opportunity to 
renew to the Ministry ofForeign Affairs ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago 
the assurances ofits highest consideration. 

"The Ministry has the honour to confirm tha.t the Government ofthe Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago is in agreement with the proposal conveyed in the Embassy's 
Note No. 110 dated April 22, 2015 for the renewal ofthe Status ofForces 
Agreement (SOFA) between the Government ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and 
Tobago and the Government ofthe United States ofAmericafor an additional two 
years which together with this affirmative reply constitute the final act required to 
bring the Agreement between the Government ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and 
Tobago and the Government ofthe United States ofAmerica into force, to 
commence on January 1, 2016 and expire on December 31, 2017. " 
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Ifthe foregoing is acceptable to the Government of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago, the Embassy proposes that this note, together with the 

Ministry's reply to that effect, shall constitute an agreement between the two 

Governments, which shall enter into force on January 1, 2018 or upon the date of 

the Ministry's reply. 

The point ofcontact for this matter at the U.S. Embassy in Port of Spain is 

Colonel Claudia Carrizales, who can be contacted either via email at: 

claudia.j.carrizales.mil@mail.mil or via telephone at: 822-5943. 

The Embassy of the United States of America avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Ministry ofForeign and CARICOM Affairs of the 

Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the United States ofAmerica, 

Port of Spain, December 28, 2017. 

mailto:claudia.j.carrizales.mil@mail.mil


Note No. 2920 

The Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago presents its comptiments to the Embassy of the United States of America and 

has the honour to refer to the latter's Note No. 2017-366 dated December 28, 2017, 

regarding the renewal of the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) between the 

Governments of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the United States of 

America. 

The Ministry hereby outlines the said Agreement between the parties in the 

following terms: 

"The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the RepubHc of Trinidad and Tobago and has the 

honor to refer to recent discussions between representatives of our two 

governments regarding issues related to United States military and civilian 

personnel (defined as members of the United States armed forces and civllian 

employees of the United States Department of Defense, respectively, hereafter 

· referred to collectively as United States personnel) and United States contractors 

(defined as non-Trinidad and Tobago legal entities and persons under contract to 

the Um'ted States Department of Defense, and their employees who are not 

nationals of Trinidad and Tobago), who may be temporarily present in Trinidad and 

Tobago in connection with mutually agreed activities (defined as such activities for 

which the Government of the RepubJic of Trinidad and Tobago shaH transmit its 
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approval in writing through diplomatic channels to United States·authorities) from 

the date this Agreement enters into force through December 31, 2020. 

The Embassy proposes that United States personnel may enter and exit 

Trinidad and Tobago with United States identification and with collective movement 

or individual travel orders; that Trinidad and Tobago shall accept as valid all 

professionel licenses issued by the United States, states thereof or their political 

subdivisions to United States personnel for the provision of setvices to authorized 

personnel; and that Trinidad and Tobago authorities shaU accept as valid, without a 

driving test or fee, driving licenses or permits issued by the appropriate United States 

authorities to United States personnel for the operation of vehicles. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States personnel be authorized to 

wear uniforms while performing official duties and to carry arms whHe on duty if 

authorized to do so by their orders. 

The Embassy fUrther proposes that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

shall designate the United States ofAmerica as a "designated state" in accordance 

with section 4 of the Visiting Forces Act, Chapter 14:04 of the Laws of Trinidad and 

Tobago, (the "Visiting Forces ActJ, and such designation shall not expire before the 

end ofDecember 31, 2017. 

The Embassy proposes that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

recognize the particular importance of United States armed forces maintaining 

discipline over United States personnel. 
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The Embassy further proposes that in the exercise of its sovereignty, the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago waive its right to exemise criminal and ell/ii 

jurisdiction over United States personnel for any actions, when the United States 

detB11T1ines that such acts wem taken In the courss of official duties. Where a case 

is of particular importance to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, any 

differences concerning whether an action was taken in the course of official duties 

shall be the subject of consultations between the Parties, with a view to arriving at a 

mutually satisfactory resolution. During such consultations, the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago shaH not exercise jurisdiction. 

The Embassy further proposes that, in the exercise of its sovereignty, the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago waive its right to exen:ise criminal jurisdiction 

over United States personnel for actions taken outside the course of ttreir official 

duties except in cases of particular importance to the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago. ff the Government of Trinidad and Tobago determines that a case is of 

particular importance, it shall communicate such determination to the United States 

authotttles within twenty-one (21) calendar days of th!J discovety by the Government 

of Trinidad and Tobago of th!J alleged offense giving rise to such a case. If the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago does not communicate such determination to 

United States authon1ies within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the discovery of 

the alleged offense giving rise to such a case, the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago shall be deemed to have waived its right to exercise criminal jurisdiction over 

United States personnel for the alleged offense: If the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago waives jurisdiction in relation to actions taken by United States personnel 

outside the course of official duties, the United States armed forces may exercise 
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jurisdiction over its personnel tor such actions. The Embassy further proposes that 

the Government of Trinidad and Tobago also confirm that, pursuant to Section 7 of 

the Visiting Forces Act, the United States anned forces may exercise jurisdiction in 

rslation to actions taken by United States personnel in the course of officiel duties. 

The Embassy further proposes that the United States Department of 

Defense and United States personnel shall not be liable to pay any tax or similar 

charge assessed in connection with activities under this Agreement within Trinidad 

and Tobago. and that the United States Department ofDefense and United States 

personnel may import into, export out of} and uss in Trinidad and Tobago any 

personal property, equipment, supplies, materiel, technology, training, and 

services in conneciion with actMties Under this Agr&ement. Such importation, 

export.a/ion; and use shall be exempt from any inspection, license, other 

restrictions, customs duties, taxes, or any other charges assessed within Trinidad 

and Tobago. The United States Government certiftes that the aforementioned 

items imported by United States personnel shall be for purposffJs connected to 

acttvities under this Agreement. The Parties shall cooperate to take such measures 

as may be necessary to ensure the security and protection .of United States 

personnel, property, equipment, records, and official information in Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

The Embassy furlher proposes that vessels and vehicles operated by or, at the 

time, exclusively for the United States Department of Defense may enter, exit, and 

move freely within the territory of Trinidad and Tobago, except for those areas where 

access may be restricted, and that such vehicles (whether self-propelled or towed) 
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shall not be subject·to the payment ofoverlandtransit toll8. Ve$Sels and aircraft owned 

or operated by or, at the time, exclusively for the United States Department ofDefense 

shall not be.subject to the payment of landing, .parlcing, orport fees, pi/otage charges, 

lighterage, or harbor dues at facilities owned and operated· by the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago. Aircraft owned and operated by or, at the time, exclusively for 

the United States Department of Defense shall not be subject to payment of 

navigation, overflight, terminal, orsimilar charges when in the territory of Trinidad and 

Tobago. The United States Department ofDefense shall pay reasonable charges.for 

services requested and received at ·rates no less favorable than those paid by the 

armed forces of Trinidad and Tobago less taxes and slmDer charges. Aircraft and 

vessels of the Unitf!Jd States Government shaH be free from boarding and Inspection. 

The Embassy also proposes that the United States Department of Defense 

may contract for any materiel, supplies, equipment, and services (including 

constroction) to be furnished or undertaken in Trinidad and Tobago without 

restriction as to choice ofcontractor, supplier, orperson who provides such materiel, 

supplies, equipment, or services.. Such contracts shalt·be solicited, awarded, and 

administered in accordance with the laws and regulations of the United States 

Government Acquisition of articles and setVices in Trinidad and Tobago by or on 

behalf of the United States Department of Defense in coooection with activities 

under this Agreement shall not be subject to any taxes orsimilar charges in Trinidad 

and Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States contractors shall not be 


liable to pay any tax or similar charge assessed within Trinidad and Tobago in 
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connection with activities under this Agreement and that such contractors may 

import into, export out of and use in Trinidad and Tobago any personal property, · 

equipment, suppHes, materiel, technology, training, or services in fulfilment of 

contracts with the United States Department ofDefense in connection with activities 

under this Agreement. Such Importation, exportation, and use shaH be exempt from 

any license, other restrictions, customs duties, taxes, or any other charges 

assessed within Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States contractors shall be 

granted the same treatment as United States personnel with respect to professional 

and drivers' licenses. 

The Embassy further proposes that United States personnel may enter and 

exit and, except in those areas where access may be restricted, move freely within 

the Temlory of Trinidad and Tobago, and have access to and use ofmutually agreed 

transportation, storage, training, and other facilities required in connection with 

activities under this Agreement. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago shall, as 

far as practicable, provide the United States with advance notification of any 

restricted areas. 

The Embassy proposes that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

recognize that it may be necessary for the United States armed forces to use the 

radio spectrum. The United States Deparlment of Defense shall be allowed to 

operate its own telecommunication systems (as telecommunication is defined in the 

1992 Constitution and Convention of the International Telecommunication Union). 
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This shBll include the right to utilize such means and services as required to ensure 

full ability to operate telecommunication systems, and the right to use the radio 

spectrum assigned by the relevant Trinidad and Tol>ago authority for this purpose. 

The United States shall respect frequencies in use by or reserved for lqca/ operators. 

Use of the radio spectrum shall be· free ofcost to the United States Government. 

The Embassy further proposes that the Parties waive any and all claims (other 

than contractual claims) against ooch other for damage to. loss, ordestruction of the 

others properly or injury ordeath to personnel ofeither Party's armed forces or their 

civilian personnel arising out of the performance of their official duties in connection 

with activittes under this Agreement. Claims by th;rd parties for damages or loss 

caused by United States personnel shaH be resolved by the United States 

Government in accordance with United States laws end regulations. 

The Embassy further proposes that any disputes between the Parties shaU be 

resolved through consultation .between the Parties. Disputes and other matters 

subject to consultation under this Agreement shaH not be subject to adjudication or 

decision by any court or third party unless otherwise mutually agreed. 

The Embassy further proposes that the Parties undertake to en:ter into 

negotiations for the renewal of this Agreement six (6) months prior to its expiration. 

Finally, the Embassy proposes that our two governments, or their designated 

representatives, may enter into implementing arrangements to carry out the 

provisions of this Agreement. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago shall issue 
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advance notifications, and the United Stat.es authorities BhBll provide information as 

requested, in order to fulffll the administrative requirements in force in Trinidad and 

Tobago to ensure the oPeraOOn of the terms of this Agreement. Such notifications 

shsll be made at the same time as the Government of Trinidad and Tobago transmits 

its approval, in writing through .diplomatic channels. to United States authorities, for 

mutually agreed activities. 

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, the 

Embassy proposes .thatthis Note,. together with the Ministry's reply to that effect, shall 

constitute an Agreement between the two governments, which shall enter Into force 

on the date of the Ministry's reply." 

The Embassy's aforementioned Note also i·nformed that the current SOFA 

text which was renewed via Diplomatic Note 246 dated February 17, 2016 and is 

due to exp4re on December 31, 2015 would be further extended to December 31, 

2020 with no alterations, save for the word "authorities" to be changed to ·authority" 

in line 8 of paragraph 15 of the current SOFA 

The Ministry has the honour to confirm that the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago accepts the proposal as conveyed in the Embassy's Note No. 2017-366 

dated December 28, 2017 for the renewal of the Status of Forces Agreement 

(SOFA) between the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the 

Government of the United States of America for an additional two years which 

together with this affirmative reply shaM constitute an Agreement between the 

Government of the Repubiic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government of the 
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United States of America, which sha!I into force on January 1, 2018 and expire on 

December 31, 2020. 

The Ministry of Foreign and CARtCOM Affairs of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the United States 

PORT OF SPAtN -December 29, 2017 
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No. 2018-035: 

The Embassy ofthe United States ofAmerica presents its compliments to the Ministry 

ofForeign and CARICOM Affairs ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago and has the honor to 

acknowledge receipt ofthe latter's Note Verbale No. 81 dated January 15, 2018, regarding the 

renewal ofthe Status ofForces Agreement (SOFA) between the Governments ofthe Republic 

ofTrinidad and Tobago and the United States ofAmerica 

The Embassy has the further honor to advise that the amendment conveyed in the Note 

under reference relating to the expiration date ofthe SOFA between the Government ofthe 

United States ofAmerica and the Government ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago will be 

December 31, 2019. 

The Embassy of the United States ofAmerica avails itself of this opportunity to renew 

to the Ministry ofForeign and CARICOM Affairs ofthe Republic ofTrinidad and Tobago the 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

cc: Ministry ofNational Security 

DIPLOMATIC NOTE 


